Why are Bison culturally significant to the Blackfeet culture?
eCeremonies <Songs e<Whole Buffalo eTools e<Food <Clothing eStories
One of the most significant stories that Blackfeet have about bison is when the bison disappeared.
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e e S el 1 e This story records how the Blackfeet people were given the inniiskiim rocks (buffalo rocks) and how UL
| WSS S o T E Blackfeet people have actively managed shortgrass prairie and bison herds through controlled burns and these inniiskiim rocks brought back the bison to the people. This story is a historical event, lesson,

-~ | management techniques for hundreds of years. Bison and prescribed burns regenerate the prairie ecological and culture practice. For Blackfeet people who thrive in the very high elevation and cold winters,

-~ . | growth succession cycle (EGSC) and enhance biodiversity. Bison are a keystone species to the Blackfeet starvation is one of the worst hardships to overcome. This story acknowledges the importance of

b N . | Reservation’s short-mixed grass prairie which resides in the Rocky Mountain Plains Region. Grazing “having the presence of bison in the landscape. When the bison returned, they gave Blackieet the

TS - 7" | promotes indigenous plants and In addition, bison fur, chips, urine and wallows promote productivity in the inniiskiim rock which is still something of very high value today (Jesse DeRosier 2018). Bison were
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Table 1.

Site 1 Site 2.

Andropogon Gerardii Andropogon Gerardii
Schizachyrium Scoparium Schizachyrium Scoparium

Table 3.
Land cover type Overall Spring Summer  Fall Winter
Chaining 1.432 2.734 0.547 1.085 1.681

Table 2.
Abundance (# of Abundance (# of
Site 1 Individuals) Site 1 Individuals)

Bouteioua Curtipendula  Bouteioua Curtipendula Andropogon Gerardii 90 Andropogon Gerardii 10
Eragrostis Spectabilis Eragrostis Spectabilis Schizachyrium Aspen Woodlabnd 1.28 0.759 1.605 -2.391
. UL ’ § I Koeleria Macrantha Koeleria Macrantha Scoparium 15 Schizachyrium Scoparium 1 Grassland 1127 1.237 1.468 1.005 0.625
F T | n - Dichanthelium i i i i
- Q b, . - - 5 - } 1 Oligosanthes Dichanthelium Oligosanthes BOUteIOl_Ja Curtlpe-n-dula - Boute|01-Ja Curnpe-n-dula - Riparian 1.008 1.217 2.741
. . 1 Panicum Virgantum Poa Pratensis Eragrostis Spectabilis 1 Eragrostis Spectabilis 10 Alpinine Meadow 0617 0491 1281 -0.266 1622
! £ o - ol Poa Pratensis Sorghastrum Nutans Koeleria Macrantha 1 Koeleria Macrantha 9
ol 3 B Sorghastrum Nutans Carex Meadii Dichanthelium Shrubland 0.596 0.053 1.152
. Carex Meadii Amorpha Canscens Oligosanthes i Dichanthelium Oligosanthes 8 Grass-Shrub Mix 0.526 0.319 1.103
5 # Amorpha Canscens Asclepias Viridis Panicum Virgantum 1 Poa Pratensis 12
: F Symphyotrichum Ericoides Baptisia Australis ) Oakbrush 0.385 1.265 0.463
LBEE e Baptisia AUSHAIlS Poa Pratensis 1 Sorghastrum .l.\lutans 10 Conif - 0.262 0.927 0.622
F - Sorghastrum Nutans 1 Carex Meadii 9 lrerous Yvoodian . . .
- Lespedeza Capitata . .
% & Oxalis Stricta Carex Meadii 1 Amorpha Canscens 8 Pinon-Juniper Woodland 0 0 0 0 0
i - \ ia ._,.' ) s Solidago Canadensis Amorpha Canscens 1 Asclepias Viridis 11 Barren Ground -0.154 -0.01 0.06
a | e f - e - . Symphyotrichum
| * ;"r r | A } Ericoides 1 Baptisia Australis 10
L @ Baptisia Australis 1
- Lespedeza Capitata 1
- Oxalis Stricta 1
Solidago Canadensis 1

Refefences

demonstrate how fires can be managed to improve the land instead | ; 7S 4
of having destructive and dangerous affects. Utilizing both bison and | \e
fire together, the landscape can regenerate at a healthy and
productive state (Stewart 2002).
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Fig.4 topographical map of Blackfeet
Reservation boundaries and Glacier
National Park Boundaries.
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Fig.3 practice of a controlled burns by members of the

, ) Fig.5 Ecological Growth Succession Cycle
Blackfeet/Blackfoot Confederacy in early twentieth century
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https://www.nps.gov/fire/wildland-fire/learning-center/panoramic-lookout-photographs/photo-gallery/change-over-time.cfm
https://www.nps.gov/fire/wildland-fire/learning-center/panoramic-lookout-photographs/photo-gallery/change-over-time.cfm

	Slide Number 1

