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Objective 1: Examine the ramifications of 2020 McGirt ruling, which is 

affecting the RO and civil jurisdiction in the Muscogee (Creek) Nation 

and explain how the MCN’s economy will benefit from maintaining 

sovereignty over natural resources within the tribe’s reservation lands. 

(Fig 2.)

Objective 2: Determine the attitudes of tribal citizens towards the state 

of Oklahoma’s historical treatment of oil and MCN citizens and to raise 

awareness surrounding the re-establishment of the MCN reservation 

and the legal implications the McGirt case has had on tribal/state 

relationships within Oklahoma.

In July 2020, the US Supreme Court ruled that Congress never officially 

dissolved tribal boundaries within the state of OK (Map 1). This decision 

has tremendous implications for tribal and state political relationships, 

raising questions concerning civil jurisdiction and the maintenance of 

natural resources within tribal lands.

OK has a well-known history of oil production and has made the state 

highly profitable over the years (Fig 1). Following the Supreme Court’s 

landmark decision in McGirt v. Oklahoma, OK faces pressure from tribal 

governments concerning the regulation of oil (RO) on tribal lands. 
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Purpose: to assess the relationship between tribal landowners and the 

state of OK to better understand the dynamics and attitudes landowners 

have towards the power shift after the McGirt ruling. 

About: A combination of open-ended questions will be asked 

concerning the RO on tribal lands and how the state of Oklahoma have 

conducted themselves pre- and post-McGirt. 

I would like to thank the Haskell Environmental Research Studies Institute (HERS), 

EPSCoR, the National Science Foundation (NSF), Haskell Indian Nations University, 

and the University of Kansas. I would also like to acknowledge, Josh Meisel, Phillip-

Cody Marshall, Annalise Guthrie, Trina McClure, Drs. Jay Johnson, Sharon Billings, 

and Daniel Wildcat. This project was supported by NSF Grant Number: 1656006

Casteel, Chris. n.d. “Seminole Nation’s Attempt to Tax Oil Companies Prompts Swift Response from Hunter, Stitt.” The Oklahoman. Accessed June 11, 2022. 

https://www.oklahoman.com/story/news/columns/2020/12/16/seminole-nations-attempt-to-tax-oil-companies-prompts-swift-response-from-hunter-stitt/316814007/.

Flanders, N. E. 1998. “Native American Sovereignty and Natural Resource Management.” Human Ecology : An Interdisciplinary Journal 26 (3): 425–49.

Lane, Marcus B. 2005. “Doing It for Themselves.” Journal of Planning Education and Research 25 (2): 172–84.

Miller, Robert J., and Torey Dolan. "THE INDIAN LAW BOMBSHELL: MCGIRT V. OKLAHOMA." Boston University Law Review 101, no. 6 (2021): 2049-104.

Oklahoma State Energy Profile. U.S. Energy Information Administration (U.S. EIA). n.d. Accessed June 11, 2022. https://www.eia.gov/beta/states/states/ok/analysis.

Snodgrass, Kallen Burton. 2021. “The State of the Oil and Natural Gas Industry in Oklahoma: The Oil and Gas Industry Moving Forward Post McGirt/Murphy.” ONE J: Oil 

and Gas, Natural Resources, and Energy Journal 7 (1): [i]-286.

Number of Active 
Wells/County in OK

Figure 4.

Source: Oklahoma Corporation 
Commission

SURVEY AREA

Figure 3. Oklahoma Gas Well-head
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Figure 2. Underground Injection Control Site.
Source: U.S. Government Accountability Office


